MARLBOROUGH
volunteer to take command of the fleet. We must admire
the spirit of these elderly nobles, none of whom knew one
end of a ship from the other, and most of whom were devoid
of military instruction or experience. They said they would
sit on board the flagship and make the sea captains fight.
Fortunately such desperate remedies were not required.
In the middle of August the Council was astonished to
receive from the Commander-in-Chief a proposal of which he
guaranteed the success, and on which he declared to the
Queen that he would stake his reputation. This was to send
the bulk of the regular troops out of the country upon an
expedition to Ireland. Their minds, so lately exposed to the
apprehensions of invasion, did not respond to his view that
the danger had passed, and that the initiative should be
regained. Danby'sl antagonism to Marlborough had become
personal and pronounced. When Marlborough wished his
brother George to be promoted Admiral, Danby rudely
remarked, "If Churchill have a flag, he will be called the flag
by favour, as his brother is called the general of favour."
Inspired by Danby, the Council vetoed the project, but
since Marlborough was supported by Admiral Russell and
aided by Nottingham, the Queen referred it to the King.
Marlborough's plan was to seize the ports of Cork and
Kinsale, which were the principal contact bases of the French
in Ireland, and thus cut Ireland from French reinforcements.
A double attack on the Jacobite forces in Ireland from the
south as well as from the north would, he declared, be
decisive. William, who was besieging Limerick, debated the
matter with his Dutch generals. They, like the English
Council of State, were adverse. But the King saw at once
the strategic merits and timeliness of the plan. He dis-
carded his generals' advice, overruled the Council, and placed
Marlborough in charge of the expedition.
He wrote to him from the siege of Limerick:2
August 14/24, 1690
* I have just received your letter of the yth.   I strongly
approve of your plan to embark with four thousand infantry
1 Now Marquess of Caetmartheo.                   a Blenheim MSS.
326